
    
 

 

Sleep-Out for Safe Shelter 
Working to Combat Youth Homelessness in Renfrew County 

 

Dear partner, 

 

On March 6, 2020, a group of local community members and families will Sleep-Out for Safe Shelter – 

spending the night outdoors in the parking lot of Family and Children’s Services of Renfrew County (FCSRC) 

to raise awareness for the growing issue of youth homelessness in Renfrew County. They are also committed to 

raising funds for Renfrew County Safe Shelter for Youth (RCSSFY) – a partnership program led by FCSRC 

and supported by Columbus House, United Way East Ontario and The Phoenix Centre for Children and 

Families to support area youth who are homeless or at risk of homelessness. 

  

Why now? There continues to be a misconception that youth homelessness in Renfrew County is non-existent 

because it isn’t always visible. It can be couch surfing, days spent in warm public spaces and nights outdoors in 

obscure places – and more and more youth are reaching out for support. Youth in Renfrew County also face the 

same challenges as youth in urban areas, from mental health to addictions to human trafficking. Unfortunately, 

their access to the resources they need is much more limited. Family and Children’s Services of Renfrew 

County, alongside its RCSSFY partners is committed to supporting youth shape their own journey with a safe 

roof over their head, and ensure they feel valued and connected to their community.  

 

In writing to you, our hope is that you are able to support Sleep-out for Safe Shelter. This could be through 

financial donations or donations in kind (such as coffee, hot chocolate, items for the homeless, etc.).   

Any financial donations would allow the RCSSFY program to assist our homeless youth and continue the 

needed research, education and development to ensure resources are in place to support them. 

  

Sleep-Out for Safe Shelter was inspired by the many sleep-out events held across Canada, including Arnprior’s 

One Cold Night – a fundraiser organized by homelessness advocate Tracy Smith. We know with your support, 

together we can end youth homelessness in Renfrew County. 

 

For further information about how you can help, please contact Steve Nicholls at 

steven.nicholls@fcsrenfrew.on.ca or via:  

 

Family and Children’s Services of Renfrew County 

114 Argyle Street South 

Renfrew, Ontario  

613-432-4821 

 

About Renfrew County Safe Shelter for Youth 

 

The Renfrew County Safe Shelter for Youth program has been developing, growing and evolving since it was 

established in 2015. In partnership with Columbus House, The Phoenix Centre for Children and Families and 

the United Way East Ontario, RCSSFY is a short-term, voluntary and solution-focused resource for youth aged 

16-21 who are homeless or at risk of homelessness and reside in Renfrew County.  The program recognizes that 

youth achieve independent living when their voice is supported by flexible and guiding resources. Since its 

inception, RCSSFY has supported approximately 120 youth across the county. This includes helping them find 

safe, affordable housing and connect with their community and local agencies for the support they need to live a 

healthy, independent life. 
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